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RWE inaugurates a new solar farm in the Charente-
Maritime region, France 
 
• The Pierrières solar farm comprises 7,420 solar modules with an installed capacity of 

3.37 MWac. 

• The facility will supply green electricity to approximately 1,500 households. 

• Located on a former landfill site, the Pierrières solar farm illustrates how land can be 
repurposed to support the energy transition. 

 
Essen/Clichy, 29 September 2025 

 
 
RWE has officially inaugurated its Pierrières solar farm, located in the municipality of Ardillières 
in Charente-Maritime, France. Launched in 2019 in collaboration with the local council, the 
project received its construction permit in 2023 and was selected the same year under the 
technology-neutral call for tenders issued by the French Energy Regulatory Commission (CRE). 
Construction began at the end of 2024, with electricity generation to start in the summer of 
2025. 
Spread across four plots covering a total of 3.6 hectares, the solar farm comprises 7,420 
panels with a combined installed capacity of 3.37 MWac. It will generate enough green 
electricity to meet the annual needs of around 1,500 households, including heating. 
The Pierrières solar farm will also deliver significant local economic benefits, as it is built on 
municipal land that provides an annual lease payment in addition to the usual tax revenues. 
 
Katja Wünschel, CEO RWE Renewables Europe & Australia: “With the inauguration of the 
Pierrières solar farm, RWE is taking another step forward in its solar activities in France, where 
we have strong ambitions. Delivered in less than five years – from development through 
completion of construction and commissioning - , this project demonstrates our operational 
capabilities and the excellent collaboration with local stakeholders that has been  established 
throughout its development. ” 
 
Olivier Denéchaud, Mayor of Ardillières: “The Pierrières solar farm brings multiple benefits: 
built on a former municipal landfill, it will generate substantial economic returns for our 
community and its residents. It also enables us to launch new projects, such as the renovation of 
municipal buildings — particularly our school.” 
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A project combining power generation and environmental excellence 
This formerly unused municipal land is now being put to value through a solar farm that 
produces low-carbon electricity. RWE worked with leading experts to minimise the project’s 
impact on its surroundings by avoiding both dry and wet habitats characteristic of the area. 
Several measures have been implemented as a result, including the planting of hedgerows, the 
creation of wildlife crossings, and enhanced landscape integration through a limited panel 
height. 
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RWE  
RWE is leading the way to a modern energy world. With its investment and growth strategy, RWE is contributing significantly to the 
success of the energy transition and the decarbonisation of the energy system. Around 20,000 employees work for the company in 
almost 30 countries worldwide. RWE is one of the leading companies in the field of renewable energy. RWE is investing billions of 
euros in expanding its generation portfolio, in particular in offshore and onshore wind, solar energy and batteries. It is perfectly 
complemented by its global energy trading business. Thanks to its integrated portfolio of renewables, battery storage and flexible 
generation, as well as its broad project pipeline of possible new builds, RWE is well positioned to address the growing global demand 
for electricity, particularly driven by further electrification and artificial intelligence. RWE is decarbonising its business in line with the 
1.5-degree reduction pathway and will phase out coal by 2030. RWE will be net zero by 2040. Fully in line with the company’s 
purpose - Our energy for a sustainable life. 
 
RWE Renouvelables France    
A subsidiary of the RWE, RWE Renouvelables France is one of the leading developers and producers of renewable energies on the 
French market. In France, our teams develop, finance, build and operate wind and solar farms. The Group is currently developing 
over 1,6 GW of onshore wind projects, 1,1 MWp of solar projects and has commissioned 265 MW. 
 
Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, in 
particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release. 
 
Data protection 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at Datenschutz-
kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If 
you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact 
datenschutz@rwe.com  
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